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regions countries situated on the western
coasts of the continents usually have a
warmer climate than those on the eastern
coasts in the same latitude, since the general
direction of the winds is westerly. This is
seen very clearly in comparing the tem-
perature of places having the same latitude
on the eastern and western coasts of North
America. In each instance the higher tem-
perature on the western coast is due to the
prevailing westerly winds which have heen
warmed by blowing a long distance over
warm marine currents. A similar contrast
exists between the eastern coast of North
America and the western coast of Europe.
Mountain ranges influence rainfall and
winds; hence, they are important factors
in determining the climate of certain locali-
ties, as that of the Great Central Plain in
Korth America. This region is situated be-
tween the Appalachian Mountains on the
east and the Rocky Mountains on the west.
The prevailing winds are from the north
or the south; hence, all of the interior of
North America is subject to sudden changes
of temperature, since the north wind causes
a fall and the south wind a rise in tem-
perature. In Europe the comparatively low
western coast allows the warm winds from
the Atlantic to blow over a large area; hence,
that portion of the continent, though far
north, has a comparatively warm climate.
The Alps form a barrier which prevents
these winds from blowing over the coun-
tries to the south, so that these countries are
wholly under the influence of the warm
winds blowing across the Mediterranean;
kence, Spain and Italy have a warmer
climate than portions of the United States in
the same latitude.
Climate is the chief factor in determin-
ing the animal and vegetable life and the
character of civilization of any locality.
While the largest land animals and the most
luxuriant vegetation are found in the tropics,
it is within the temperate regions that the
most intelligent and useful of the lower ani-
mals and the most valuable plants have de-
veloped. It is also within the north tem-
perate region that the great nations of civili-
zation have originated and reached their
Mghest stage of enlightenment. See
meteorology; weather bureau.
CLINTON, dewitt (1769-1828), a lead-
ing statesman of his time and one of the
most famous of the governors of New York,
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DEWITT CLINTON
whose name is inseparably connected with
the construction of the Erie Canal. He
was born in Connecticut, but was educated
for the law in New York and in that state
he made his home. Clinton was admitted
to the bar in 1788,
in 1797 was elected
to the legislature, the
next year was a
member of the sen-
ate of the state of
New York and in
1801 was elected
United States Sena-
tor. For twelve
years, with two short
intervals, he was
mayor of New York.
He was again mem-
ber of the senate of New York from 1803
to 1811, and was lieutenant-governor of the
state for two years. In 1812 he was de-
feated by Madison for President of the
United States. In 1817 he was chosen gov-
ernor of the state and was reflected three
times. During his third term, in 1825, he
officiated at the opening of the Erie Canal,
thus witnessing the completion of a work
to whose promotion he had devoted the best
years of his life, and with which his name
will be inseparably connected. See erie
canal ; new york state barge canal.
CLINTON, george (1739-1812), an
American soldier, statesman and Viee-Presi-
dent of the United States. He served in the
last French and Indian war, in 1775 was a
delegate to the Continental Congress and was
appointed a brigadier-general in the Con-
tinental army in 1777. He was the first
governor of the State of New York, serv-
ing from 1777 till 1795 with exceptional
ability. Clinton was of great service to the
colonial cause, through his influence over
the Indians. He opposed the Federal Con-
stitution on account of its centralization of
power. He was again chosen governor in
1801, and three years later was elected Vice-
President, which office he held until Ms
death.
CLINTON, henry, Sir (about 1738-
1795), a British major-general who arrived
in Boston in 1775. He served at Bunker Hill,
was second in command in the movements
that compelled the Americans to evacuate
New York in September, 1775, and was lett
in command of that city in the summer of

